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1 am writing in r~sponse to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "'Structure and practices of the video relay :service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 1 am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safetv. 

VRS is a lifeline. lt allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important. though, VRS ls 
how 1 access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when 1 place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL} interpreters will be thereto make sure my local emergency responders MOW el<actly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 
family because of long hold times. poorly trained interpreters~ or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes wilt only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 
government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreter'$ and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from myVRS provider? 

1 hope the FCC has answers to all of the questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely,~ ~T//. C 
Name~· ' 

1 rlbr-J + FJ?/?N 

Telephone Number b$1) -~ '11 'J ·~ 
t5t( 

t.f! F- ?i?S?- 'I I~ 

·---··----------



Marlene H. Pottch.. 5ecreta1y 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street,. SW 
RoomTW-AUS 
Washington, DC Z0554 

CG Docket Nos. 03-123 and 10.51 

I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communiccation Commission's {FCC) Public Notice on 
the "'St.'"TUcture and practices of the video relay service {VRS) progrfm and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. J'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my fife. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fiX something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crudal reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, tlike the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one 1 work with has gone out of business. 

second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shlft this 
burden to me· and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a.good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The ~anges being considered by the FCC are not. <" l 
-.retv. . G li R z. t ft . b mY JJ p A \\h'e' 1fl 
-.;.TG1ee;s;m _r:;l/ffi!E H~/-~;f<> \)JD'N~ >~ 
Title, if appropriate SE/ll)QK 7,cl no tO v ~ ~ 
AddreJ1-r}~~p n« ~-~ 
Telephone Numbe2f:A.-it:llk- L{ l>fJ }_. . 
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I ,jl:m a deaf perwn woo u~ V~ RNy ~i«"..$ (V~· for my c:~lion wth h~r!ng people. VRS 
JS ~ oommunlc.ati()It toot 1 \..'Se f!YCrV dw. 

I am writing became I am very- mnter~ about the Fil!derai Commullication Commission's {FCC's) 
recent proposals to dlamge the WilY 'IRS works.. ! can't iraagme life without the current services I use. 1 
don't w.ant to see those setvices -change! 

1 he Ame(i<:-MS With otsabtlmes Act CAOA} moiled dNf ~ fofwMd and opP.Ded up omorn.tnioes mr 
u!>. The ADA aS'i.ured deaf pecpfe Uite me} that Wi! wi!J horw 4KCtiS to "'f~ly~uiwlent"' 
communication -., mmi"'IUU"'icari ~and~ ~imilartot~ e!*'Ved by ht:arirle fMloplc, To 
da~. Yideo Relay Service (VRS) is the most functionally-«fuivalent communication service for deaf 
peopie. 

I aiD coneerned t'- tf Ule i'CC 5 prop~»~s SO into~. f wodt hawewhatthe ADA promised tne
choke m my VRS ~nt. 1 want to kC'CP options avaHabJe illdloo54n.c ~that were designed 
b' deBf ~- t ~t thoicM. 

1 am mnmmed that if the fCCs proposals co mto effect.. I won't hive a chok:e in my VRS pnwider. 1 
ddn~t wMtlrny uh lo be rourud ~hra>ugh .a (;etltralized database that would assiaft my calls to diffenr-nt 
~. H(!ifirw;~ ~ a dl()j.r'.,;t> in servtm providers. I want a choice. 

1 am concremed tn.t if the RX's pr~s go into effeet arad 'thefe ar.e mecut5 for VRS-pro'lllders~ me 
quality d my~ will~~. t•m concerned ttmtwltbverv limited resources. YR.SjJRWiders might 
ha11e to mab! ct.ances that would mal in~ ltoldtim@S and ~ble !leMt.e. Hearing ~• 
~a choia! to choose quality sei111ice. 1 doo't want WS quality lo suffer bec&u$e WS providers have 
110dtoke but to cut aspects oftbeir service. 

Please fulfill the promise$ of-ADA! r ~functional equivalerlcy. 1 want cboices- in equipment. 
pr<Jilidm • ~,ptfltv-~ ensute that the vas services t currently enjoy Me mafntalned. 

• _;.., "' t" • {\ 
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3 am .a ceaf ~who ~$e$ V~ Re~yServire$ (VRS. for my c~lion v.ith ~ifi:B people. VRS 
ii a oommutlicat!O¢. toot 1 \.~ ~v d;;v. 

I am writing because lam very oontt!Fm.!Ci about the Federai Communication Commissiion' s (FCC's) 
recent proposal$ tc t:h~ the way VAS works.. I can't I~ life without the current servioos 1 u.sc. i 
don't wmt to see those services .ma.-.! 

1 he AmeriCans With Disablhtles Act (AOA) m<IW'Ct dNf people forw¥d and~ up opportunioes. mr 
us. The ADA assured deaf peopte Ufke me) that we will tww ~to '1~lent"' 
ccmmuDiation .. , communication thoil:es and~ similar to these ~niO'/cd by hearing poopi~, To 
da~. Video Relay SE!mce (VRS) is the most functionally-equiv.aient cormmmication Sl!fVice bdeat 
peopie.. 

I am toneemed tilat if the i'CC' s pr~ SO into. effect, J won"t bawe what the ADA promised me
choke lo my VRS cauiomcnt. I want to keep optiofts available 1Ddloos4ng ~that were desipee 
for deaf~. t Wil'it moice'!i. 

tam mnmmed that if the fCCs Jlf'OPOSilis co into effectA I won't have a chdte in my VRS provider. J 
t~on·•t ~ my ul!. I.e be routed lhtough d .:entralized database that would assign my calls to different 
~. HQfii'IS~ ~a dl~in servic.e PfOVIders.l want a choice. 

1 am~ ttu~t if the fCC."s JW~ go ifjto effettn there a.;e mecuu. for VRSproW~ me 
qualltv of my servke will Ufer. t'm concerned tfteltwittl very tlmltecl resourres. VRSjJRMders milftt 
ha~~e to mate dtanps that would mvl in longer l'ddtimes and IIW'f!'bble~. HNring people 
~lave a d1oia! to chome quality seJVice. 1 don't want YRS .. tty to suffer beciiU!ie VIS pmvider$ mwe 
no d1oir;e but to cut aspects of their service. 

s}. o cffh.h> } w 1 5L(t53 
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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street SW 

Room TW-A325 
Washington, DC 20554 

CG Docket Nos. 03-123 and 10-51 
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FCC Mail Room 

I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates". I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows deaf or hard-of-hearing people to use 
the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it has 
changed the lives of so many people who are deaf, especially those who are not comfortable with the 
written word. With VRS they can do the things we take for granted- make a doctor's appointment, call 
a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 

between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. It will also likely have a sobering 
effect on students and employees willing to learn ASL. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by the VRS providers. These have been specifically 
designed to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Name 4(/AvrlJn.--"h 1 ~:v.ll;_j 
Title, if appropriate-----...:.-..-----------------------

Address 

Telephone Number 3.:?4 3Sf 3S·rc r,2 

f<l- r.J "' . . 0 
·~· "'' vOpi~S rsc·ti LISt /.lo!3CDE ------··-
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am opposed to the changes being considered. 

VRS has created a more level playing field for people like me who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
empowering us to communicate via videophone with anyone at any time in our native language, 
American Sign Language. The nature of the work I do requires that I be able to use the phone to 
communicate with colleagues, clients and business associates regardless of whether they are hearing or 
deaf. Without reliable, high-quality VRS service I would not be able to do my job effectively. 

The changes the FCC is considering would drastically change the nature of the VRS I depend on. One of 
the aspects of VRS that makes it such an effective way to communicate is the quality of the videophone 
technology used and the fact that the products provided by VRS companies have been developed 
specifically with the needs of the deaf- my needs- in mind. Yet, the FCC is considering changes that 
would, instead, force us to use off-the-shelf products and government-mandated software. Using 
products developed by and for people who are hearing would be a huge step backwards! The FCC 
cannot consider this to be a reasonable replacement for the high quality, specialized VRS technology we 
use every day. 

The rate changes being considered by the FCC would also directly affect my ability to access VRS, as well 
as the reliability and quality of service I depend on. If the FCC slashes the rates paid to VRS providers, as 
suggested in its Public Notice, many companies will simply stop providing this essential service. This will 
put me and all members of the deaf community at a significant disadvantage. 

In my view, VRS today is a shining example of what Congress intended when it passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 22 years ago. It is absolutely essential that any changes to the current program 
maintain the access, innovation and reliability that define VRS today. 

Sincerely, 

Name E.rqp A Llz~ 

Title, if a ppropriate___,lf7!w'-'--'"-"'"'--------

Address //65 ~~ tJ"l &pt3:2fo 

Telephone Number /oJLI) '-/.21 - /3 0 3 
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FCC Mail Room 

I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Notice on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. I'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my life. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fix something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crucial reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, I like the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one I work with has gone out of business. 

Second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shift this 
burden to me and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The changes being considered by the FCC are not. 

Sincerely, 

Title, if a ppropriate-L..//'}7--""i../Lc1-='-------

Address I I~ s- C<t4tM d /),.;( Aft-=? 2 (o 

Telephone Numberb/t.f} 'I ;)1'- /30 3 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safety. 

VRS is a lifeline. It allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important, though, VRS is 
how I access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when I place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters will be there to make sure my local emergency responders know exactly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 
family because of long hold times, poorly trained interpreters, or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes will only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 
government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will 911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreters and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from my VRS provider? 

I hope the FCC has answers to all of the questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely, 

Name eNJ& I~ "hl~ 

Title, if appropriate___:/11l..!.,.!_L_./Lc?~-------

Address I/ ~.5 ~~ J\)-t Afi 3 ;{ 0 
611{); I /3 " 3" 

Telephone N u m ber---'t-/<c..=J.~]_' _-_:..___u ___ _ 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am opposed to the changes being considered. 

VRS has created a more level playing field for people like me who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
empowering us to communicate via videophone with anyone at any time in our native language, 
American Sign Language. The nature of the work I do requires that I be able to use the phone to 
communicate with colleagues, clients and business associates regardless of whether they are hearing or 
deaf. Without reliable, high-quality VRS service I would not be able to do my job effectively. 

The changes the FCC is considering would drastically change the nature of the VRS I depend on. One of 
the aspects of VRS that makes it such an effective way to communicate is the quality of the videophone 
technology used and the fact that the products provided by VRS companies have been developed 
specifically with the needs of the deaf- my needs- in mind. Yet, the FCC is considering changes that 
would, instead, force us to use off-the-shelf products and government-mandated software. Using 
products developed by and for people who are hearing would be a huge step backwards! The FCC 
cannot consider this to be a reasonable replacement for the high quality, specialized VRS technology we 
use every day. 

The rate changes being considered by the FCC would also directly affect my ability to access VRS, as well 
as the reliability and quality of service I depend on. If the FCC slashes the rates paid to VRS providers, as 
suggested in its Public Notice, many companies will simply stop providing this essential service. This will 
put me and all members ofthe deaf community at a significant disadvantage. 

In my view, VRS today is a shining example of what Congress intended when it passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 22 years ago. It is absolutely essential that any changes to the current program 
maintain the access, innovation and reliability that define VRS today. 

Sincerely, 

Name td!nrntt( a !tv/ :k (fdlt e) 
Title, if appropriate__,vJ1'--'"""''_t:_ __ , --=------

Address b(;fJ 1/1;/Jw Pf [J~ . 
Telephone Number ?;J/- ~~-/ fl/)_ 

~· of Coplli!s rec'd It " 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safety. 

VRS is a lifeline. It allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important, though, VRS is 
how I access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when I place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters will be there to make sure my local emergency responders know exactly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 
family because of long hold times, poorly trained interpreters, or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes will only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 
government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will 911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreters and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from my VRS provider? 

I hope the FCC has answers to all of the questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely, 

Name &JmOJtdOm!v:v--rR_ (&J;;) 
Title, if appropriate_.~~-/LJ1...!...!K:~..:...~ ____ _ 

Address fR /iz fl1; f6/) Pt- !Y- · 
Telephone Number (/J / Ji- 3 00 - /f fJ--
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I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Notice on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. I'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my life. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fix something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crucial reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, I like the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one I work with has gone out of business. 

Second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shift this 
burden to me and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The changes being considered by the FCC are not. 

Sincerely, / . \ 

Name t}maJ&/.trJ!i (fd),0 
Title, if a ppropriate__LJ_!_J1.J.Lr---=--. --.,------

Address (;;h~ /11/; fiJaPP '&_. 
Telephone Number !/; fll- :JitJ -(~ 4 ;:2. 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates." I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
to use the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it 
has changed the lives of so many people who are deaf. With VRS they can do the things we take for 
granted- make a doctor's appointment, call a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people 
who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 
between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by VRS providers. These have been specifically designed 
to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Name Clarls5a_ (h;/le r 
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Office of the Secretary 
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I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Notice on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. I'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my life. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fix something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crucial reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, I like the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one I work with has gone out of business. 

Second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shift this 
burden to me and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The changes being considered by the FCC are not. 

Sincerely, . 

Name f1aYJzLI Can)eL/ r . , 
Title, if appropriate JJ /5, , J/ () U 
Address JliJ1 ~/o"f f)e. /tpf -#f)~ /))e:5iirll//;p f tr· 
Telephone Number ~ / L/- 1/:J 3 - 5% 3 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safety. 

VRS is a lifeline. It allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important, though, VRS is 
how I access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when I place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters will be there to make sure my local emergency responders know exactly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 

family because of long hold times, poorly trained interpreters, or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes will only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 

government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will 911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreters and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from my VRS provider? 

I hope the FCC has answers to all of the questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely, 

Name fxi/hy {lm/~ t( 
Title, if appropriate---L..tf2'--'-":5"'---'"--------.-
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am opposed to the changes being considered. 

VRS has created a more level playing field for people like me who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
empowering us to communicate via videophone with anyone at any time in our native language, 
American Sign Language. The nature of the work I do requires that I be able to use the phone to 
communicate with colleagues, clients and business associates regardless of whether they are hearing or 
deaf. Without reliable, high-quality VRS service I would not be able to do my job effectively. 

The changes the FCC is considering would drastically change the nature of the VRS I depend on. One of 
the aspects of VRS that makes it such an effective way to communicate is the quality of the videophone 
technology used and the fact that the products provided by VRS companies have been developed 
specifically with the needs of the deaf- my needs- in mind. Yet, the FCC is considering changes that 
would, instead, force us to use off-the-shelf products and government-mandated software. Using 
products developed by and for people who are hearing would be a huge step backwards! The FCC 
cannot consider this to be a reasonable replacement for the high quality, specialized VRS technology we 
use every day. 

The rate changes being considered by the FCC would also directly affect my ability to access VRS, as well 
as the reliability and quality of service I depend on. If the FCC slashes the rates paid to VRS providers, as 
suggested in its Public Notice, many companies will simply stop providing this essential service. This will 
put me and all members of the deaf community at a significant disadvantage. 

In my view, VRS today is a shining example of what Congress intended when it passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 22 years ago. It is absolutely essential that any changes to the current program 
maintain the access, innovation and reliability that define VRS today. 

Sincerely, 'D 0 n I -t: c Vla Y1 s e $ 'i r l ( YY\ 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service {VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates." I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
to use the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it 
has changed the lives of so many people who are deaf. With VRS they can do the things we take for 
granted- make a doctor's appointment, call a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people 
who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 
between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by VRS providers. These have been specifically designed 
to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Name liP9ec &:/e't 
Title, if appropriate IJ?r. :::f}::. 

Address 1/ /6_ &~IJV . Dt:_Jf-pf / !L/ 
Telephone Number /o/11- 5..2U -6_ 33d cJ e II fh,J J1 e.__ . 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates." I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
to use the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it 
has changed the lives of so many people who are deaf. With VRS they can do the things we take for 
granted- make a doctor's appointment, call a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people 
who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 
between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by VRS providers. These have been specifically designed 
to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 

Sincerely, l 

Name );ir.:/a /lZCQud/uj 
Title, if appropriate_i}-l-f_,
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am opposed to the changes being considered. 

VRS has created a more level playing field for people like me who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
empowering us to communicate via videophone with anyone at any time in our native language, 
American Sign Language. The nature of the work I do requires that I be able to use the phone to 
communicate with colleagues, clients and business associates regardless of whether they are hearing or 
deaf. Without reliable, high-quality VRS service I would not be able to do my job effectively. 

The changes the FCC is considering would drastically change the nature of the VRS I depend on. One of 
the aspects of VRS that makes it such an effective way to communicate is the quality of the videophone 
technology used and the fact that the products provided by VRS companies have been developed 
specifically with the needs of the deaf- my needs- in mind. Yet, the FCC is considering changes that 
would, instead, force us to use off-the-shelf products and government-mandated software. Using 
products developed by and for people who are hearing would be a huge step backwards! The FCC 
cannot consider this to be a reasonable replacement for the high quality, specialized VRS technology we 
use every day. 

The rate changes being considered by the FCC would also directly affect my ability to access VRS, as well 
as the reliability and quality of service I depend on. If the FCC slashes the rates paid to VRS providers, as 
suggested in its Public Notice, many companies will simply stop providing this essential service. This will 
put me and all members of the deaf community at a significant disadvantage. 

In my view, VRS today is a shining example of what Congress intended when it passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 22 years ago. It is absolutely essential that any changes to the current program 
maintain the access, innovation and reliability that define VRS today. 

Sincerely, 

NameflnfrJyt m~~~J/ 
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I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Notice on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. I'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my life. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fix something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crucial reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, I like the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one I work with has gone out of business. 

Second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shift this 
burden to me and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The changes being considered by the FCC are not. 

Sincerely, 

Name f/qfuil . . tr/a~-.5 . 
1 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safety. 

VRS is a lifeline. It allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important, though, VRS is 
how I access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when I place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters will be there to make sure my local emergency responders know exactly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 
family because of long hold times, poorly trained interpreters, or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes will only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 
government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will 911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreters and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from my VRS provider? 

I hope the FCC has answers to all of the questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely, 

Name 1Jdfl7fl m,'£ ' 
Title, if appropriate p 1-e.Ct.S'e.. /.(e., Q 5t-J ll Vp 'lf . F 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's {FCC) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service {VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am opposed to the changes being considered. 

VRS has created a more level playing field for people like me who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, 
empowering us to communicate via videophone with anyone at any time in our native language, 
American Sign Language. The nature of the work I do requires that I be able to use the phone to 
communicate with colleagues, clients and business associates regardless of whether they are hearing or 
deaf. Without reliable, high-quality VRS service I would not be able to do my job effectively. 

The changes the FCC is considering would drastically change the nature of the VRS I depend on. One of 
the aspects of VRS that makes it such an effective way to communicate is the quality of the videophone 
technology used and the fact that the products provided by VRS companies have been developed 
specifically with the needs of the deaf- my needs- in mind. Yet, the FCC is considering changes that 
would, instead, force us to use off-the-shelf products and government-mandated software. Using 
products developed by and for people who are hearing would be a huge step backwards! The FCC 
cannot consider this to be a reasonable replacement for the high quality, specialized VRS technology we 
use every day. 

The rate changes being considered by the FCC would also directly affect my ability to access VRS, as well 
as the reliability and quality of service I depend on. If the FCC slashes the rates paid to VRS providers, as 
suggested in its Public Notice, many companies will simply stop providing this essential service. This will 
put me and all members of the deaf community at a significant disadvantage. 

In my view, VRS today is a shining example of what Congress intended when it passed the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 22 years ago. It is absolutely essential that any changes to the current program 
maintain the access, innovation and reliability that define VRS today. 

Sincerely, 

Name-L~~~-L~--~~~~~~----
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I am writing to provide my comments on Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Public Notice on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." 

I am deaf and VRS is how I stay in touch with my family and friends who are not deaf. I'm sure that 
hearing people don't think about what it means to be able to pick up the phone and call anyone any 
time or anywhere they want. But for me, this means everything. VRS has changed my life. 

I am alarmed that the FCC is proposing to dramatically change the VRS program. Why is the FCC going 
out of its way to fix something that isn't broken? 

I think there are two crucial reasons to keep the current VRS system in place. 

First, I like the company I do business with. I don't want to be forced to switch companies because the 
one I work with has gone out of business. 

Second, I don't want to have to buy and set up my own VRS equipment. I got my equipment at no cost 
from my VRS provider. They installed it and continue to maintain it. It would be unfair to now shift this 
burden to me and other deaf people. If the government wants to prevent deaf people from connecting 
with others and using VRS, this is a good way to do it. 

The VRS program works for people who are deaf. It's how we communicate every day with the hearing 
world and how the hearing world communicates with us. Any changes to the program must be in the 
best interest of deaf Americans. The changes being considered by the FCC are not. 

Sincerely, 

Name fJIJftJ n mfMJ-') 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC's) request for comments on 
the "Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS 
compensation rates." I am very concerned about these proposals and how they will affect my family's 
safety. 

VRS is a lifeline. It allows me to conduct business, connect with my family and friends and do many 
other things over the phone that many hearing people take for granted. Most important, though, VRS is 
how I access my local emergency 911 service. In an emergency I know that when I place a 911 call it will 
be answered immediately. My location will be known. And, specially trained American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters will be there to make sure my local emergency responders know exactly what help I 
need. You can't imagine how frightening it is to think that I might not be able to get help for me or my 
family because of long hold times, poorly trained interpreters, or bad equipment. 

Cutting the rates paid to VRS providers as low as the FCC proposes will only reduce service quality I 
currently depend on. How will these companies hire and keep skilled ASL interpreters on staff when the 
government has just cut what they are willing to pay them by $2 an hour? How will 911 calls be 
answered immediately when there are fewer interpreters and longer hold times? How will I know that 
my VRS will work when I'm using a videophone from WaiMart instead of the specially designed 
videophone from my VRS provider? 

I hope the FCC has answers to all ofthe questions before it considers changing the current system. 

Sincerely, 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates." I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
to use the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it 
has changed the lives of so many people who are deaf. With VRS they can do the things we take for 
granted- make a doctor's appointment, call a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people 
who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 
between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by VRS providers. These have been specifically designed 
to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 

Sincerely, 
fY\ y fYI 0 tr'\ 
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I am writing in response to the Federal Communication Commission's request for comments on the 
"Structure and practices of the video relay service (VRS) program and on proposed VRS compensation 
rates." I am very concerned that the changes being considered by the FCC will destroy a program that is 
vitally important to people who are deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

I am not deaf, but I know firsthand how VRS works. VRS allows people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing 
to use the "phone" to communicate comfortably and easily just like people who can hear. In this way, it 
has changed the lives of so many people who are deaf. With VRS they can do the things we take for 
granted- make a doctor's appointment, call a child's school, or simply order a pizza. VRS puts people 
who are deaf on a more level playing field. 

The changes being considered by the FCC would undo much of this progress. VRS largely relies on highly 
skilled American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters. These are the people who relay the conversation 
between the deaf and the hearing participants. The FCC wants to drastically cut the rate they pay VRS 
companies for providing this service. Obviously, this will have an immediate and negative effect on the 
ability of VRS companies to employ and train qualified interpreters. 

The FCC has also suggested that VRS can be just as effectively provided through government-mandated 
software that is used on off-the-shelf equipment like common videophones, computers, the iPad, or a 
smart TV. While such equipment can provide a convenient backup solution, it can't replace the 
videophones and other technologies provided by VRS providers. These have been specifically designed 
to take into account the special needs of the deaf and hard-of-hearing. 

If the FCC takes away skilled ASL interpreters and innovative equipment, VRS as we know it today won't 
exist. This would be a huge step backward for the rights and opportunities of Americans who are deaf 
and hard-of-hearing. 
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